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How do you stop a pencil from walking out of an Employment Security
Commission office? Cut it in half and chop off the eraser.  As this memo indicates,
that's the solution one ESC employee suggested to the problem of disappearing
pencils .  The only trouble with this idea is that it didn't work .  It was next to
impossible to get a grip on one of the tiny pencils after even a single sharpening,
and kids liked to carry off the smaller pencils as much as their parents liked the big
ones .  But we've got our own suggestion for solving the pencil problem :  The ESC
could replace their pencils with pens that use disappearing ink. That way, .they
could use the same forms over and over again .  Save a fortune .  Meanwhile, we're
still on the lookout for memorable memos,  whether they're written with three-and-
a-half inch pencils,  seven-inch pencils ,  or even a typewriter.  No disappearing ink,
though, please.
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