1 From THE CENTER OUT

Quick now—what’s more than 1-1/4 inches
thick, weighs more than 3-1/4 pounds and runs
637 pages? The Manhattan Yellow Pages?
Gibbons’ Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire?
The North Carolina General Assembly’s biennial
pork barrel appropriations bill?

Nope. It’s the Center’s newest major publi-
cation, Grantseeking in North Carolina: A Guide
to Foundation and Corporate Giving. The fruit
of 2-1/2 years of research, the guide is the state’s
first comprehensive handbook to foundation
and corporate giving programs. Released July 1,
1985, the book has already been reviewed by a
number of newspapers.

The Asheville Citizen-Times noted editori-
ally that “North Carolina is fortunate to have
these good neighbors (foundations and
corporations). Their presence is comforting to
non-profit organizations that serve a legitimate
purpose in providing services to deserving people.

The Durham Morning Herald echoed that
sentiment in an editorial entitled “The Big-Hearted
State,” and the editor of The Fayetteville Times
called the guide “a grand book about a very
favorite subject, and while I don’t expect to see it
on every home library shelf, I suspect the copies
that are sold will quickly become dog-eared with
use.” He went on to call the guide “a veritable
Santa Claus goody-bag for grown folks.”

Praise for the guide has rolled in from other
quarters. An officer of the Council on Foun-
dations in Washington, D.C., called the guide
“about the most complete statewide guide I have
seen, and I hope other publishers of such guides
learn fromit.” And Samuel M. Stone, director of
development for the N.C. School of the Arts,
commented, “I have been anticipating the arrival
of the volume, and in an action which I cannot
explain to myself I read it cover-to-cover in one
sitting last night. Only a hustler of the worst sort
would do such a thing. The scope of the project
as much as the details on the individual foun-
dations is to be complimented.”

The book, compiled under the direction of
Anita Gunn Shirley under a special grant from
the Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation of Winston-
Salem, turned up some startling facts on
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foundations in North Carolina. Among the
findings:

mThere are 589 foundations in North
Carolina, plus at least 81 corporate giving
programs.

mThe foundations collectively give away
$95.7 million a year, and the corporate giving
programs donate another $78.2 million to various
organizations, individuals, causes, and insti-
tutions. The total: $174 million a year.

u North Carolina ranks 14th in the nation in
the number of foundations, and there is at least
one foundation in 67 of the state’s 100 counties.
Only 17 of the biggest foundations employ paid
staff members, and 21 foundations issue an
annual report, brochure or other publi-
cation about their programs.

m While the state is not generally known asa
wealthy one, North Carolina’s foundations give
nearly twice as much as any other state in the
South, and more than the combined totals of six
other states—Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi,
South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia.

Ran Coble, executive director of the Center,
explains three principal reasons why the Center
took on the project. “First, as a public service, we
wanted to provide all non-profit organizations in
North Carolina with information on potential
funding sources. Second, the guide contains
details on what foundations and corporations
give money for, so grantseekers don’t waste time
applying to people who may have no interest in
their projects. And third, it should help
foundations and corporations see what their
peers are doing.”

The guide functions as far more than a list of
foundations and how much they give each year.
In addition to such basic information as the
name and address of foundations and their
individual purpose, the guide also reports, for
example, the foundation’s board of directors, its
history and limitations on giving, the types of
projects funded and certain financial data
including assets, normal grant ranges, and num-
ber of grants awarded.

The guide also helps fundraisers by giving
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